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a 
tions, and so on, working-class gat 

ene, Hill 1880 still largely between the Uni 

nd Russia, was beginning to be intensified by suey ont 

} Com, 

Taly (i Aftsa), ls Sate clus 

: , and 

a nets Was also beginning to show a more mo, iP (in Serpe is OME 

4 » In the 1890s, Spain had to send the hitherto larga a4 there 

force to 4 itherto largest © Filipinos wro! 10 Japanese in English, 

ns pa yoss the Atlantic in its attempt to smash Marti’s insurreenc age ne French, oF Spanish, or Tagalog, with liberal intervenes 

Lanse u e: ‘hilippines, Spain held on against @ nationalist Uprising kL} vt beautiful international language, Latin, Some of them knew 

leleat it. In South Africa, the Boers gave the B: mat i alian, Japanese, and Chinese. A yin 
shock of its aging life, fave the British Empire veian, Greek, Halian, Jap might be went 


f minutes, but real communioad 
world in a matter ol HOW required 
m is the general proscenium on which the main Actors in this book py ore {internationalism of the polyglot. Filipino leaders were peeue 
their various nomadic parts, One could put this point more vividly, 9 2 


ist 
dom, France, 
as an: ‘, 

YY (inl Africa, Northeast Asia, and Ocean 
Sees the Pacific andl into the Caribbean), Af 


effective 


from U 
pit of 
around t 
the tru, 


is Babelish world, The language of the political eneyn 
by saying that the reader will encounter Italians in Argentina, Nowy? iat nung though understood by les than §pstent of te 
France, and the Basque homeland; Puerto Ricans and Cubans in Haig also the Prvplation, Tagalog, the native language used jn Masia and iy 
Usihad Wiates Praace andthe Pilirgineg Spastic io Cab it the pation Periphery, was not understood by most Filipinos, and i any eae 
and the Philippines; Russians in Pars; Filipinos in Belgium, Austna, joo’ images for international communication, Many’ naive spay of rial 


France, Hong Kong, and Britain; Japanese in Mexico, San Franciseo, and 
Manila; Germans in London and Oceania; Chinese in the Philippines ang ender th 4 vivid 
Japan; Frenchmen in Argentina, Spain, and Ethiopia. And so on. collaborationist status. To give the reader the most vivi sense of 4 vanished 
I i this study quotes liberally from the different languages i 
In principle, one could open the study of this vast rhizomal newwork poly 1 world, 4 cision ia pepe 
Anywhere—Russia would take one eventually (o Cuba, Belgium would lead Which these people wrote to ea non- Filipinas. 
i, ‘ ; book are my own, unless stated otherwise.) 
One to Ethiopia, Puerto Rico would bring one to China. But this particuly tions in this : 
' id jure of the book is governed by its method and its objects. 
study embarks from the Philippines for two simple reasons. The first is that | ‘The formal structure 0 f 
pte . 1, if arbitrary, beginning in the quiet, remote Manila of the 
ain deeply attached to it, and have studied it, on and off, for twenty years Irhas a clear-cut, : 6 the 
* ; adually fans out across Europe, the Amencas, and Aska 
‘The second is that in the 1890s, though on the outer periphery of the world- 1880s, and then BF bitrary finis for whieh: Ro “eoethuaaatt kanaal 
system. it briefly played a world-role which has since eluded it. A subordinate ore eat, if that is the best word For iy in the Yanna Ie 
Heason is the material available to me. The three men whose lives anchor the is anchored, oa ee ante a 
uds within three or four years of each other in the easly 1860s—lived 
e before the advent of the photocopy, the fiux, and the internet. 
Z pamphlets, articles, academic studies, and 
‘ink, on paper that was expected to have a 


anes, especially Cebuano and Tlocano, preferred Spanish, even 
local hee fanguage was, in the Philippines, a clear marker of lit, even 
thou 


execution at the between Rizal's re 
tions very end return hon 
in Cuba, and im the OF 1896, It discusses above all ita 1891 ang 
émigré Cuban communities in Flori jreaforma, 
lorida and New 
an armed 
n hokting 
opening 
of the Treaty of 


Filipino colon 
st a Important quarters as taking a lef 
ght relations with the clandestine 
— oe Against Spanish rule in 1896. 
Spread oA ‘months before the outbreak of the 
bloodiest ‘many anarchist bombings took place in 
—.. eg of prime minister Cinovas 
[, massive arrests of people on the 


not hesitate to set 
imperialist, had 
ded many imprisoned a 
for the rights of workers, Both 
‘open in the autumn of 


~ to a consideration of the background to the 
™ st 9, 1897 by the young Tialian anarchist 
collapse of the Spanish empire the 

Betances, the legendary 

colonies and 


he found the most ¢ 
ad French anarchists. The 


for his cause among Tralian a 
's close friend Mariano Ponce, and on 


‘on the activities of Rizal’ 


ice slipped out of Spain in the fall of 1896, and soon 
lomatic and propaganda agent for the revolur 


1, first in Hong Kong, later in Yokohama. The 
book analyzes Ponce’s remarkable correspondence with Filipinos and many 
kinds of foreigner—in Mexico City, New Orleans, New York, Barcelona, 
Paris, London, Amsterdam, Shanghai, Tokyo, and Singapore and considers 
tarious indications of his impact, especially in Japan and the resident 
Chinese community there. Isabelo, on the other hand, was imprisoned 
shorily afer the Katipunan uprising, and was eventually sent to ! 


tionary Philippine government 


r PROLOGUE 


Square in Manila, circa 1890. 


” Binonde 
in St Louis.’ This accomplishment did not ! Meanwhile, Isabelo's father had died, and the boy, obliged now (o support 
year-old Isabelo was entrusted to a rich relative, Meno ( ‘ 4 cif, plunged into the burgeoning world of journalism, contributing Lo 
put him into the grammar school attached to the local seminar {of Manila’s newspapers, and in 1889 even publishing his own. ff 
Auigustinians. It appears that abusive behavior by the Peninals ee. vino, said to be the first-ever solely in a Philippine vernacular. But while 
wie Speni til s teenager, Isabelo read an appeal in Manila’s Spanish-language news 


friars aroused in the boy a hatred of the Cath: 
asking readers to contribute 


persisted all his life and had serious consequences As fe lige us Orders which paper La Oceania Espariola (founded in 1877) 
sixteen, he escaped to Manila, where he quickly a ewe 18 ae isles to develop a new science, named ef folk-lore, followed by a simple 
Te ie be cidied ho tu ee sketch of how this was to be done, He immediately contacted the Spanish 
At the ancient (Dominican) Pontifical University of Say ‘and palacograph editor, who gave him a collection of “folk-lore books” and asked him t@ 
‘only university in all of East cal University of Santo Toméds, then the Write about the customs of his native locos. Two months later Isabelo set to 

Band Bovtheost Acis work, and soon thereafter started publishing—not merely on Tlocos, but also 


on his wife's township of Malabon, on the outskirts of Manila, on the 
Central Luzon province of Zambales, and in general terms, what he called ef 
falk-lore filipina, It became one of the great passions of his life 


‘verses at i « 
Sesrarced 3 fain Hoeano and in the Spanish he rae tutor taut he be 
rh. i, and gave birth 10 Isabelo at sixteen. Alas, she 
Pipes ve chllren behind, See the entry for her in National 

History, yoh, $ (Misnila; NHI, 1996), pp. 14l-2 


ae 


THE NEw SCIENCE 


‘The question, naturally, is why? What was the mea; 
a the 
élerically educated native youth in the jguoun Much car ore ldo 
Introduction and first Pages of his youthful Masterwork eM fre 
described folklore, albeit with some hesitation, as a can, Tere hat 
AS A cien 


. 

Perhaps consciously echoing Giambattista yj me se 

Riel thanks to the elforts of Michelet and others, St eh 

Buropean scene in the mid-nineteenth century Isabelo ona trang, 

Teaders in both the Philippines and Spain, that the oS? a 
Which be translated ingeniously as f saber popular hag pdollsone 
in 1846 by the English antiquarian Wiliam Thoms, i an one en 


the London Athenaeum, The first folk-lore society lished jn 
organized in London 4s recently as 1878—a mere six Years befor hig: n 
his own research.’ The French had followed suit nationally only ured 
Just as Isabelo was starting to write, The nf 


intellectually napping; when their turn came, they had no 


omething never 
alled this “remote 
ight of civilization only tenuously shiney 
This position he reinforced in several instructive ways. 
On the one hand, he was quick to mention in his Introduction that some 
his research had already been translated into German then the lan, 
seholarly thinking—and Published in Ausland and 
he claimed were the leading European organs in the field, 
Silipino ‘also judiciously discussed the opinions of leading 
oa on the status of the ciencia nueva, politely 
Were more serious than those of Peninsular Spanish 
also have enjoyed commenting that “Sir George Fox" 
error by confusing folklore with mythology, and 


the original text, published in Manila in 
relevant 


_  . 


PROLOGUE n 


some Castihan contemporaries had been in similar error ty neuddling 
may oye eae eer of this clencta had a special colonial aspect 

parte] not hesitate to underline, He dedicated his book to “Los 
1 i iatas espafoles de ta Peninsula, que me han dispensada toda clase de 
folklorist. (ihe Spanish folklorists of the Peninsula, who have tendered ms 
ateacio’snner of consideration). laabelo's Introduction spoke warmly. of 
seeljeapucs” in Spain—the boards of directors of the journals EI Folk-Lore 
‘epartol and the Bolerin de 1a Ensefanza Libre de Madrid in the imperial 

Petal, and the Boletin Folklorica in Seville—who had kept him abreast of 
capitis in the Peniasula that ran parallel to:his own work, 
eerhe Peninsularity-—s0 10 speak—of these colleagues was regularly undor= 

ed, as well as the Peninsularity of their research. Without explicitly saying 
line dbelo (rightly) insinuated that no colonial Spaniards or creoles were 
oy anything comparable in the Philippines. ‘This sugyestion, of course, 

mitted him to position himself as a far-uhead-of-the-colonial-masters 
Ws incer of the new universal science. To explain this peculiar situation 
fatal resorted to an ingenious device—certainly made necessary by the 
violent, reactionary character of the clerically dominated colonial regime of 
the time, He described a series of courtly exchanges he had had in the Manila 
press with a liberal-minded (almost certainly Peninsular) medical doctor and 
amateur litterateur, who had contributed to local, newspapers under the pen 
name Astoll.’ This move allowed him to quote the Peninsular as se 
Isabelo’s courage and imagination but feeling deeply pessimistic about 
chances of success in the face of the overwhelming indifference, indotence, 
‘and mental stupor in the colony. “Here the only things has grow luxuriantly 
are cogon grass and molave==two: tenacious local weeds."”* And when aie 
finally broke off their exchange in despair, lacbalo, who bad) indirectly fe 
the question of why “certain corporations (meaning the Orders) 
contributed nothing, commented that in the circumstances “prudence war- 
rants no other course.” Into the mental darkness of the colonial regime, then, 
Isubelo saw himself as bringing the light of modern Euro 

‘Newnes came in still another guise in El folk-lore 


doing 
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gould no longer understand one another —openi: 
Geeta faternstions| dlaovsion, in Which the Angie anne’ t? °°" tmag, 
imiore modest and more practical. At the other extreme war, PP 

folkJorists who were merely sentimental collectors of vanishing P&B 
for some future museum of the past. Isabelo mane an 

himself thought folklore was about, and how he saw its socigh nt 4th 
first place, it offered an opportunity for @ reconstruction rd Value. tn the 
[Past that was impossible in the Philippines by any other meng ®*®u 
‘INS, wiven the 


absence of pre-Spanish monuments or inscriptions, and, inde 
‘absence of written records. (When Rizal (ried to do the sam the teas 
we thing later, 


saw no other way to proceed than to read between the lines of ih 
best of the Spanish administrators of the carly Conquest ere) tt 
Seiaah Ga eomous. beliefs, superstitions, adages, tongue-twine,, 
Siatise bn would throw light 00 what he referred to us the sn 
iuisian'™ OF che pre-Spanish past, But-—and here the young llocang 
distinguished himself from amateur costumbristas he also nica iy 
Iinportance of comparisons. He confessed that before the completion ar 
EEEEEEEey aars thal the neighboring Togalogs and llocann. 
razas dlstinvas tfninst fess) on account of their different langusc 
vior and so on. But comparison had pi tied oy 
that he had been wrong and that the 1wo ethnicities clearly derived ie a 
single source. The implication of the title E/ folk-lore filipino was that furth ; 
Geeerch would show thot al the indigenous inhabitants of the archipelagy 
cae ‘origin, no matter how many languages they now spoke or 
their present customs and religious affiliations. All this me ea 
colony's clerical historiographers, who began their narratives 
Spanish conquest, the real history of the archi. 


its pueblajpurblas (here he hesitated 
often) stretched far furthe 
‘and thus could not be framed by coloniality - 


radically distanced himself from many 
‘new science could not and should not be 
‘of the quaint. EI folklore filipina Ws 


to mankind, ipepare Spanish had no conception: It 


furare but 
thet languages, rm 
in their OF xniownness” of the Philippines & 


< 


Peninsular Spain lel and equal to that of any 
tioned it (o offer something, pars! 
a pool that would aml lta mak 0 
Mad Nations both possi He far, ~ 
pine For Isabelo’s text, under the bright lights of its major themes, is 
oy ic its shadowy complications. We might provisionally think about 
¢ rubrics: 
peat ee fsubelo to himself? To begin with, it is necessary to 
underline an ambiguity within the Spanish word filipina itself. 
Isabelo’s youth this adjective had two distinet senses in someon parlance: 
(1) belonging (, located in, originating from, ‘Las Islas Filipinas; (Q)creole, 
of the locally born but “pure Spanish” social stratum. What it did not mean 
is what filipino means today, un indigenous nationality-ethnicity, One cap 
ves how much things have changed over the past century if one eompates 
just one sentence in Isabelo's Introduction with its recent translation inte 
‘American by two Philippine scholars, Isabelo wrote: "Para recoger 
foto Ia ‘del Folk-Lore regional filipino, juzgue o 
-contestar al revistero del Comercio y, i 
en Filipinas habia 


UNDER THREE FLAGs 


Islands, and spoke of enlightened Persons ii 
Specifiedthe translators have omitted 
the Filipinos, and substituted for “enlighte 


he Fp med persons” the novel vt hed 
FOREST BROTHERS 
In £8 folklore filipino, Isabelo did nor describe himself as « 
because the nationalist usage was not yet fart ti poe 
sides, ty 


ave 
“T have re. 
[sabios] in Europe, who 
led patriotism, 1 have offered signal 
because I have provided scholars with 
i prehistory and other Scientific topics 


guid 

to Hocos, mi patria adorada, 

materials for studying 

relating to this... province (sic. 

Rizal opened his enraged novel 
addressed to hi 


J ‘well-being, which is our own, and searching for the 
ease]. I will do with you as the ancients did with their 


folk-lore filipino is 
sifu sentence in the Introduction to Bl folklore PUAN I 
sacle page RRS 
bed himself rest peoples, the Acta, the Ii 
tive peoples, most of them pagan 


or the twentieth cen 


Spanish colonial regime, 


in such terms of 
lingua franca would have spoken in 
é remote 
no one ean who seemed, in their untamed fastnesses, bike prt 
tse Fore ann, Hispanicized, Catholicized. milieu. ai ae 
om any : fc thnic groups in Las Filipinas 
Isabel didnot speak of any rit wns posable for him to think of his 


re one begins to see how i 
batons ae pueblo and a pairia adorada, since in the most conerete Way 
pro 


id” i in who Won 
LE as oe 
ee ate rinek Isabelo went to folklore rather than the novel or 
ia peaieat! Folklore—comparative neni ie Cee bes oi 

in colonial society, which lay not between i 

ber cari all lived in the lowlands, they were all Catholics, and they 
dealt with one another all the time, It was the abyss between all of these 
people and those whom we would today call “tribal minorities”; hill-people, 
nomadic swidden-farmers, “head-hunters,” men, women and children facing 
4 future of—possibly violent—assimilation, even extermination. Out of ef 
folk-lore, child of William Thoms, there thus emerged a : ne 
brotherhood, and an adored father/motherland for the young ay 


iby 
UNDER THREE mags 
Which have a clear political character, 


W cultural renaissance. Wi, 
10 Speak on his behalf: 


First, there is y 
allowed Astol, 


> Philippine subjects, and born in ie ind of py Ping, 
King laughter of those beg! Philippine bang, 


x) Resurrecei 
you are making kno 
8S of the strange beay 


and superstitious practices which 
Beat poets, and enthusiastic lover 


ne day 
nes OF this ich ean, 
Elsewhere Isabelo quoted Astoll once again 


I'Sr de los Reyes's studies und i 
Filipino {like the Philippine one? or is it perhaps even the F Wwe 
character of the indigenes fnaturales| has bees dey wher the 


Picted solely by the fy 
Of dull-witted daubers, one can see how ‘much potential ya} ; 
future, 


vestigations make connections 1o py 


ilipino one 


Sh Strokey 
they have for, 


la, could open up the 
alent 


shown in a wonderfully 
chapter entitled “Ilocano Superstitions that are Found in Europe.” 


It opens in this vein: 


Taking advantage of the folkloric materials gathered by D. Alejandro Guichot and 
D. Luis Montoro in Andalusia, by D. Eugenio de Olavarria y Huarte in Mads, by 
in Catalonia, by D, Luis Giner Arivau in Asturias, by 


i Tradipoes populares, 


whom we shall meet again, was a fellow 
‘painter of the Spanish colonial era. His 
at the Ee ert 

‘Same venue in 1884, and 
ee on in 1888, Félix Resurre- 


—' 


id 
PROLOGUE surpriee 
ist should not ‘lows 
the span at Sy amination he as 
cee toe easy day? gos cat 
anyone. mais absurd} 
ar eect 


ins thus: 
‘5 ), the list begins rein someone’s house, they 18¥ 


‘which hatebes 4 Jn, however, whit 
ia 
di The Yalan and Geer says: “Tes ue, the 
iisk that is hatched. Fat Hocano®, 
ana 


is a scorpion.” 


‘examples are these: “To make sure visitors - not ee 
ocal i Spaniards oom 

i ie ). The Spaniar place: verticall 
erreyneer sta seat a shoe on a bench in the same spot, oF 


Portuguese out are 
ti de eet ee 
throw sal 


‘hat new ones will grow, 
thrown onto the roof, 0 1 i 
jal shes its face, it mean’ ¥ spp! 
ee aes taichal ae The people of Glia aoe ats pals 
tga cats run about like mad; people te rare ee 
pases ” “Sleeping 
cockroaches for these cats.” Finally: "Sleep h i 
tis apnea But for Peninsulars bilo 4: dees Portogce) ) 
im All three agree that a headboard facing south é P ‘3 
aetpaee Isabelo felt a singular placer in dedicating lee 
Peninsular folklorists, since they had offered him the scientific beer 
would demonstrate the “ridiculous beliefs” of the conquistadors, prove 
that, if the colonialists sneered at Hocuno superstitions, beedan Pein 
many of them as importations of their own: any bizarrencss | Mocano f 


Other irresistible 


__ Isabelo here placed himself in the ranks of world folklore’s savants, 
down at “the Hocanos” from above, and dispassionatel 
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' shad easy analogues in the bizarreries of Teria, ttaty. ©, 
belies + Cony 


The third aim was political selerticism. Isabela wrote th 
fo show, through his systematic display of e! saber porn, ee Sige 
the ideas and everyday practices of the pueblo that must sno? ont 
self-critical spirit. He spoke of his work as bei 2 
‘more serious than mocking my patsanoy, who 
themselves once they sce themselves described." In this light, f 
be a mirror held up before 4 people, so that, in h 


Ta Europe 


Ore, 

~ folklore a 

the future they cg,n, Ould 

Seadily along the road toward human emancipation. I ne) 8M ng 
Isabelo was writing for one and a half audiences is 


Spaniards, w heat “es tha 
he was using, and his own pueblo, whose language he \. 
whom only a tiny minority could read his work, 

Where did Isabelo position himself in underta 
juncture we finally come to perhaps the most intere: 
For most of the hundreds of pages of his book, Is: 


sabelo spo 
‘not an Hocano himself, or, at least, as if he were Standing outside his Peo; 
The Hocanos almost always appear as “they,” opie 


not “we,” 
“There is a belief among fos Hocanos that fire Produced by ligh 
be extinguished by vinegar, not by water.” Better still 


'EWape 
‘AS NOL Using. and of 


aking this task ay thy 
SHINE Part of our enquiry 
Ke a8 if he were 


For example 
ming can ony, 
Los ilocanos no pueden darnos perfecta idea acerca 


le I naturaleza de jo, 
mangmangkik, y dicen que no son demonios, segin ta idea UE 10S catdticay 
tienen de los demonios, (The Hocanos cannot give us a 6 


“omplete idea about the 
bs ik, and they say that they are not devils according oie 
Catholics’ idea of what devils are. 


Peering 
ly distinguishing their 
from the parallel! credulities of “the Catholics,’ 


same time, a number of passages have a rather different tonality. At 
if the exposition of his research results Isabelo wrote: 


ly those from locos Norte [Northern Hocos}, before starting 
‘in the mountains, sing the following verse: 
Bari, bari! 


+ cheat pasta er 


PROLOGUE 


a 
mean: harl-bari (an Hocano interjection for which 

Lienty enna te a, at et eps compan fat Re eA 

ee ‘we have been ordered to do 40, 

cutting beens 


: Af firmly within the Nocano world, He knows 
Here Isbelo positions HAE" put is readers do ot: to them (nay ths he 
what the ee Te ‘but also other Europeans, as well as non-Hlocane 
intends not eres) this experience is closed. Isabelo is a Kindly and 
nati¥es ae sey wishes (0 tell the outsiders something of this worlds but 
scientific man, WM ty smooth paraphrase. The reader is confronted by an 
ie docs not proceed PY Sensible original Tlocano, before being Seadered & 
eruption of the incon" smething is still withheld, in the words bari-bari, for 
translation. oe equivalent. The untranslatable, no less; and beyond 
which Spani 


dull aubers” and “braggarts." He probably was 
nae oe ee folklore methodology he was using might be 
boners i systematics, and perhaps Was soon to be superseded as sc one 
oes che world progress into the future. But he had bari-bari ; 
Capa # tlocan in general, safely up his intellectual sleeve, On this 
particular, ane mot be contested. However, he needed to show, or halt 
ee Hy sa This is the satisfaction of the tease: Dear readers, here 
ial a apn view, but you can only see what 1 permit you to see; and. 
4 yu things that you are actually incapable of seeing. “ 
oa ae a third position, which complicates matters further, a 
ae “Music, Songs and Dances,” Isabelo wrote the following: 


of eight- 
m dab-lot are well worth knowing. The dablot is composed 
Fe eda Hocano thyming scheme which you can see from the 
following refrain: 
Dablang ay daldablut 
Dallang ayé dumidinal-lot. 


: it eventhough am an Hocano, It sem to me to have 


tions theref; tsi 

, Side. 
Somplete idea): Inside (there is ne Spanish equi’ es 
ean aside (even though Iam an tee MYFEIE Tot Paria’ 4 
Nocano-language refrain; but | Am telling this to soy 2°t ode tag 

PO ty anh 
") 
COMPARATIVE REFLECTIONs 
From the end of the eighteenth cen; 


T hageary 

sciously defined as a om otkton, 

- ‘tT movements, fy Buro; Ve Dro, 
Powerful impulse for the Vernacular culture) POvidegs 
cially peasantries, ttc tured linking <c® 
eisies jn 

fated struggles ag y. Urban compose 
folk songs, urban 


© 
POSTS fora 
yles and the, 


ful and authentic past 
always central. Ni 


Norwegian fottiog:, 
gainst Danish and Swedish) 1 aa 


At first sight, Isabelo's endeavor Strikes one as quite different, as he was 
v as much as anything for non-nationals, and in an imperial language, 
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fe cormupted teenager will not in himself change 


‘Having denied any sexual interest in the lad, he then ex; 
will pay for the boy's sessions with Vanda for about si 


we MINDER THREE PLags 


Des Esseintes n'y pensait plus sans frémir, jan 
attirant, et wn plus impérieux fermage; jamais iJ yn 
jamais aussi il ne s'était plus doulourey: ‘y 


think of it again without shuddering: nc ‘ 
more imperious caplivily; never had he experienced says tony, 
been more painfully satisfied.) Per 


One should not take these sentences out of 


Huysmans himself, is heterosexual, with a lo; ies 
CHINE Of mist lke 
aflair with the boy appears to be part of & Flaubertiny ites 
indprouvés atch for pla 
There is no equivalent to this episode in £1 fitibusterion 
appears to be almost asexual. Yet it may suggest a contex, pt Sain 
bowdlerized description of the el homeopathist OF the hal 


disciple. The account in A rehours of Des f 


intes’s avantgardy 
Poetry praises not only Mallarmé in the highest terms, but also Pay taste in 
(1842-96); and in preface written for a reissue of the nova » tile 
Hyemans delared that he would have awarded Arthur Rimbaud gy 


89) the same accolade had he published a collection of his py 
A rebours originally came out, But Rimbaud’s epoch-making 
tions only appeared two yeurs later, in 1886, just befor 
Well after Rimbaud had abandoned poetry and E 

Verlaine and Rimbaud had been “notoriously” tempestuous lovers in th 


18708, and some of their poems made clear reference 


the year 
Manin 


me Langere, sng 


§ to their sexual 


30. A rebours, pp. 146-8; the passage quoted is on p. 14 
41, Rimbaud’s flight from Europe is usually associated with the ten years he 
spent mainty as a business ‘agent in Aden, and later a gunrunner for Menelik in Hare 
Hut his first teal journey out of Europe took place in 1876, when he weat to the 
Netherlands Indies as a mercenary recruit to the Dutch colonial military. He wis 
Gertainly aware that three years earlier the colonial regime had begun what would 
eventually prove to be a brutal thirty-yew campaign to conquer the people of Acheh. 
Arriving in Batavia from Aden on July 20, he had wo weeks of boot camp there 
hefore being seat to central Java. A fortnight later he deserted, and managed to elude 
saauaharites Jens Lise to strike some kind of bargain with the Scottish canna 
lunidermanned vexsel shipping sugar buck to Europe. Disguised as a sailor, E 
Holmes,” he endured a grueling ninety-day voyage 4 Cork, via the Cape af Good 
Hope, before turning up in France in early December. The harracks in Tuntaog Wbste 
he served for thit fOrnight-—in the cool hills behind the port of Semarang 
Li exist. Hih yes beck in Aden by June 1879, (My thanks to Joss vie 
relerences below.) It is nice to imagine 20-year 
Waving t0 the 2-yearold Rimbaud from the deck of the Djemnah io the eal 
1182, a the ship moored off Aden before heading up the Red Sea 
Rimbaud (London; Picador, 2000), chapter 25; Walla 
4 Critical Study (Chicago University of Chicago Prevs, 1965) 1% 


Java 
sof the port of Semarant: 
soul 


tn the hills 1316, before dese tin 


in July 
pelt oor a fortnight 
sere Rib SP" 
Verlsine was & lifelong friend of Huysmans, and besdes, 2 


es Rizal's sojoure 


f isits, his allusions to 
1s lannatons, and bis later frequent visits, 
anne i tomoxxaly in El ibsterimo are likely to have been 
douse nprt by hs perusal of Parisian books and periodicals, Lesbian 
afin, fathernore, were very chic in sineteenth-century French liter 
‘ure fom the time of Balzac on, Conceivably, then | 


ubli i ‘ it 
Published his next avant-garde bombshel pag. Year thay Hoge 
+ the satanica 


translates nicely into Spanish as 41/4.  Livbay - 


THE LUXURY OF FRENCH 
So much for Huysmans, 
1884, was a huge succes 
and bien-pensant bourge: 
fourteen months later, 


except to observe that 4 rebours, coming owt 
de scandale, enraging especially the Catholic a 

33 R ie 
‘ols society.”* The 24-year-old Rizal ‘arrived in Pe 


and stayed there till January 1886, when be ki 
Germany. 4 rebours was still the literary talk of the town. We know lite 


what Rizal did in Paris except to take classes with a then-famous ophibal 

Surgeon. But he lived with close Filipino friends, not only the philolep 

Trinidad Pardo de Tavera but also the painter Juan Luna, who had lined 

the magical city longer, and were more fluent in French.» 

paid once said that he had written one quarter of Noll me tan: wits 
varis.’” He later seriously considered writing his second novel in Fre 

; d audience, Ina memoir of his time with Rizal in Berlia, Mine 


ALLA... LA‘BAS * 


fracasara, d los propésitos de 
sus paisanos no respondieran: 

ol mate asked hte reason fo ‘his needles unary of French 

iho ob hat bis purpose was to write from then on French the event 

exp 


Nol me tngere proved to be a failure and his countrymen did not respond to 
the objectives of the work.]'* 


f July 4, 1890, Blumentritt wrote to Rizal: “Ich sehe mit 
alate peeks entgegen, dass Du franzdsich achreiben i ich gre 
voraus, dass es ein ungeheures Aufschen erregen wird” (I eagerly erate 
book that you are to write in French; I foresee that it will provoke 4 colos 
sensation)” In the end, of course, El filibusterismo was written in Spanish, 
not French. It was printed in 1891 in Ghent, only forty miles from Ostend, 
where, three years earlier, in 1888, James Ensor had finished bis extruor- 
dinary proleptic anarchist-revolutionary painting Christ's Entry into Brus 
sels, 1889, which has a very Rizalean mixture of biting social satire, 
caricature, romanticism, and rebellion, Definitely coincidence, but a nice 


one. 


Ina 


WRITING REVENGE 


A quite different insight came to me as I was doing research on the great 
Dutch writer Eduard Douwes Dekker (pen name Multatuli) (1820-87) and 


his bombshell anticolonial novel Max Havelaar, which was first published in 


1860, und translated into German, French, and English in the 1860s 
1870s. It remains one of the first anticolonial novels based 
experience in a colony. Max Havelaar is also, among other | 

‘Young, idealistic hero (like Ibarra of Nali me t r 


Das Buich Multatul's, welche ich dir sens 
ausserordentlich reizend. Kein Schwein 
Nur, da der Verfusser selbst ein Niecerlan 
Wie meine; aber es ist viel kGinstlicher, viel fe 
Niederlindischen Leben auf Java entbliwst. (urn 
ats soon as I ean obtain a copy, is extraordin, 
Superior to my own. Still, because the author ish 
Hot as powerful asx mine. Yet the book is much a, 
my Wn, although it only exposes one aspect 


nder ist, 56 


ult 
Htacali's 


dinarily excit 


Ha Dy 


mon 
OT artist 


of Dutch tite 
Rizal thus recognized the affinities between hj 
Dekker’s, though they were written a quarter of a cman 
Very strong probability that the young Filipino found ine" 
example of how a novel could be powerfully written oe 
political, and personal, revenge. Evidence for thi 
in the following chapter, where 


CN 10 lake a, 


AFgUMENL Will e 


El filibusterismo i 


THE CHILDREN OF RODOLPHE 


Afincarticle by Paul Vincent not only makes explicitc ompar 
Hovelaar, Noti me tangere and El filibusterisme, but points out that D 
Dekker, contemptuous of the Dutch literary world of his time, revered 
Quixote and Tristram Shandy, and was inspired mainly by Walter 
English and Victor Hugo, Dumas pere, and Eugene Sue in French. Vincent 
Comments that the heroes Max Havelaar and Crisostomo Iburraclearly descen 
Dyseparatelines, from the “socialist” aristocrat Rodolphe whom Sue (1804-9 
madetheheroofhis 1844-45 blockbuster Les Mystéresde Paris." Like Rizaland 
Douiwes Dekker, Sue started out as a dandy, but he underwent a politcal 
esti anardent(Proudhonianysos OY 
venergeti¢enemy| lapoléon, the biggest French imperialist of themall, 
whio drove him (eile, penury, and death three years before Rizal was bor 


se ona 8 Cartan oie Rly Projo Fernand ae 
‘ svistolar, Tome U1, Libro 2, Parte 2, p. 40? 
urea 1889 0 A Rizal's fy was finan 
mag Dominicans. His father, 
Hive bredieeteiee were exiled (o remol 
. 


n” (Further Reflecuans of 
$867. 


is Jean:Louis Boo 


jh £ ye Wil g Jew), imagining Java. 
uit Brvant [The Wandenin J, imag 

m Le Jui Bera 

Lithograph from 


‘Sue benefited ex] ova romans-feuilleton, 
fited from, and exploite {, the innovation of F 

: ; m i ch cred 

w a serialized in compete daily newspapers, which created huge new 
0 


novelists, (Fis works were pidly translated nto all the major 
markets f el His wo apidly 


e ewspaper publishers encour gilte is 
jo oman we ee issue by artful suspense, nap baste 
undying tragic loves, revenge, satire, and panoramic views of * Prien 
society. Composing this kind of serialized novel meant holding multiple pt 
Aogether, usually by means of an unnamed, omniscient narrator, rapid 
abrupt shifts from milieu to milieu and time to ume, and quite often @ 
‘moralizing populist politics." (Needless to say these 
‘nosly suppressed under Louis Napoléon.) Sue's second great hit, 


MNDE! 
errant (The W; R THREE py | ml 
interested me eee Jew), which iiss “ 
Jesuit, whose ee te ais sprawling “ared over 145 unk se ERBAS 
Javal® Rizal's ces stretch Tucture jg i 
izal’s ni ch as far held topein SUICIDE 
eth nelthes oe have almost all peal N ve eee LAUGHTER BY ttention was drawn to the 
aS serialized. Structurg eric 4 rin this chapter, attention UT 
= ten works by Sue, far m, But it will be p sire thenass apd “Mother Spall” pare in je from Don Quixote, in Rizae 3 
at he was not shrewdly ae ethan by any one in his yas “ipsence of any SI 5 eruiectee in that of his philological friend Triniday 
Dumas pére (1803-70) Pe Of his predecessor” Misdidnggs DER and thelr Ort of the explanation isthe difference in life spit beet 
his Le Comte de eu: another master = pardode Tavera: Part) ' 167) and Pio Baroja (b- 1872) who figut 
aha Monte Cristo—th of the roma the two men Blasco Il f Rizal's generation, but did not 
et prisoned for many years as story of Edmond Delt 7 prominent!) in Pardo’s ae ee a bx sll sceiare aha 
isgui y a con INES, ruin s e died. Pardo, o 
i ME ised as the Count of Monte C ispiracy of his enemies, who fecome famous unt Se tecobnatlon cannot be applied to the case of 
ere, those of Ibarra a isto, to take vengeance ie bi: by thirty years, But ie so-called Spanish Balzac, often said to 
; 4, 


He. Coa 
ve, “'saboreando los sostenidos diy 
Venganzas” (savoring its ¥ siguiendo paso a paso a su hire : 
ela sustained dialogues, delighting in its churn, w 
ag ee oP ibe Ae and his revenges).* But neither su 
a Ls i i 
<5 in the depredations of colonialism and im 


and their i 
fi characters’ revenges are basically personal and m 


to me is a three-volume 1889 English translation, se 

hstad in = and New York by George Routh® 
enth-century-style illustrations. The es 

Dutch colonial businessman and a skillfully mune 

(East wiles 


Pérez Galdos (1843-1920), the id 
bas country’s greatest novelist after Cervantes. What Sue was for Rizal's 


3s was for Pardo’s. Is it really conceivable that Rizal never read 
Late vas dass colossal novelistic output? It is certain that in his 
voluminous writings he never mentioned the older man’s name, But many 
scholars have pointed to thematic similarities between Noli me tangere and 
Galdés's Dotla Perfecta, published in 1876, when the Filipino was fourteen 
years old. Doria Perfecta, & short novel by Galdés’s standards, is indeed 
about a politically innocent liberal engineer who is destroyed by the religious 
fanaticism of his eponymous aunt, with the Church behind her. Noli me 
angere is in every respect vastly superior: But it is by no means implausible to 
speculate that Rizal had partly in mind just this “anticolonial” project, to 
beat the most famous metropolitan novelist on his own terrain, 
course acknowledging anything of the sort, ‘All the more satisfying, perhaps, 
in that Galdds, though a liberal, had nothing to say about Spanish im- 
perialism. Hence, as a Filipino anticolonialist, Rizal, in turn, had nothing to 
say about Galdés.* 
But then there is Rizal's unquenchable laughter, something | 
in anticolonial literature. This laughter—which is not. ust am 


uz 


tangere 
e was put 
blished 
come mite 
‘dy of colonialism itse 


old Filipino wrote 


Vivie 
iendo atin muchos « 
de nuestr 

08 Personaje 

aR MCS. ¥ hab 
idero epilo; ater ce 
Personajes, acne bene 
; Pero no es posible... ore 
alimentar al fin a 


sight of oth 


otros, 

Ss imposible 
a le un ver 
Busto 4 todos nuestros 
Victorina 


S 
[Since many of 


a true ¢ 
¢ epilogue is ear 
happily kill off all our personages enn fot potters 
Doe Vitara our personages, starting wit Pade sane . 
a, but this fs nt rine Sr 
1ot possible are 


and not we, : 
will have to feed them ae ae 


I 
A ave 
5 I have said elsewhere, this kind of 


and “reality,” 
reality,” is quite unchar 


authorial pla readers, chanien 
al play with req 
aders, chars 


‘acteristi st seri incteenth-ctee, 
ic of most serious 
ni 

fiction, but reminds one instantly of M ns ASss's Meme 

Machado de Assis's M 


jas postumas di y five years earlier. The novelty 

i is de Blas Ci 

: me Blas Cubas, published only five years eatli 

< : y artic 0% 

to the Filipino, as to the Brazilian, from. . . alld. Itwasa sal 
as a miraculous pet, 


with which it w Lah 
ibn a8 possible to play, as Debus: 
zis - sy would do with the game 


At the same time 
=bypaaeate is known that, after Cervantes, the Spanish write ® 
hts se ti 5h eam was Mariano José de Larra, who was bom 
tiene, twenty-cight years later.” During his bref let 
ral-radical writer stepped back and forth across the bem 
n journalism and fiction, politics always there. Eve 
but not Iong-distance, Larra’s hilarious, sharply 


p EMULATION 


de los Reyes and Rizal lay iF 
Md of global ethnology and 
pe hisy be belo attached himself, the basic norms were 
(oo nd iby no means excluded, but it 
son ow ny Jidas a word enterprise 10 


sdinated to what all Parti 
was subordinat nis or her own contribulo® Tsabelo thought there WAS 


which each gave hi 
enum opus to et 
range in dedicating bis magnum opus 
nothing strane “ne texts of English, Portuguetss italian, and 


spain, and Aiberally citing ih ’ : 
Spanish folklorists in his footnotes “Colleagues” indeed can be said to be the 


ey word in studying his relationship to Europe 

But novelists do not have colleagues, and the norms basic to the novel 
genre are profoundly competitive, whether in terms of originality OF of 
market popularity. Almost one fifth ‘of the sixty-four chapters 1% Noli me 
tangere begin with epigraphs, which, if one wished, could be thought of as 
shadow footnotes, But these art taken from poets, dramatists, philoso- 
piers, the Bible, and the vast, enigmatic world of popular sayings; and they 
‘come in Spanish, Italian, Latin, ‘and even Hebrew, Not one ts froma i 
‘Yetone cannot doubt the author's ambiguous debt to Sue and Larra, Dumas 
and Douwes Dekker, Galdés and Poo, Huysmans and. 

eubless others. Rizal's originality Jay in the spanner: in which he 
‘posed, combined, and transformed what he had read." I is 


RATION ANE 


hey adopted. 10 the WOE 


chapter i — 
ter is correct, one cor 


i uld e 
Baudelaire-Mallarmé bec: sand that in his novel, tl 

Betas hs demonio de los cane the im 

4 $“su ri ; 

debates about the paths to freedom: oe dialogues” yet a, 

: Sue's 


Paris was refigured i : 
gui Pano 

and so on ae “as aan @ synoptic diagnosis ie oft 

which the ‘Sais ae shows Rizal’s creativity ES - 

. garde aesthetic of y bette 

radically transformed to stimulate the ys 5 


i i : the 3 
pino anticolonial nationalists to come Political imagi 


i 
need, an 
¢ ‘ 

al stp, 
Is a 
of econ 


T than the my, 
Tay 


borrowed 


ation of you. 
te 


It should also be made. The persons whol 
ly Rizal's parents. We can gct an ide 
by Rizal betwen June and A 


om 
and best 


“AGS baat 


r] filibusterismo Was published (1891) Rizal had been in Europe 
scat et and had jearned the two master-languages of the 
subcontinent —German and French—as well as some English. cart 
lived for extended periods in Paris, Berlin, and London. He subtitled 
second major fiction novela filipina with good political reason, as will be 
shown later on. But, seen from another angle, it is Noli me tangere that is 
‘filipina, while El filibusterismo could well be termed a novela The 
former has no characters who are not cither colonizers or colonized; but in 
the latter, we have already noted the appearance of a French vaudeville 
troupe in Manila, as well as that of Mr verdadero yanqui, who is 
said to be fluent in Spanish because of 


have had few readers in the Philippin 


8, let alone e| 
it is an astonishing work in many ways 


Isewhere, y 


f 
till, 
For Filipino inal, te 
scholars it has been a puzzle, not least because they have hen me 
by its apparent lack of corresponden: 


A 
with what is known abou 
colonial soc 


ty in the 1880s. The temptation there 
“morally” in terms of its author’s real-life ambi 


alence toward anig 
revolution and political violence (which will be 


fore has been to 


some of these difficulties may be reduc 


fouched on later), Bui age 


a 


Tt 


1 if we consider the text a E 
Xt aS glib F} z 
Jess than local | 1 <a L 
To create such a multicentered perspective, the narrative technig Hy 2 bd 
, z © . 
inevitably be that of montage. The analyst must begin with the Policy - 


experience of the young Rizal before he set off to Europe in 1882. Aferwane 
‘Three intersecting “worlds. 


The first, only in time, is the inter-state 
system of 1860-90, which was dominated by Bismarck. Crushing Prusup 


military victories over Austro-Hungary at Kéniggritz in 1866, and ow 
France at Sedan in 1870, not only made his Prussia the master of continent 
‘Europe and created the German Empire, but put an end to monarchisne 
France, destroyed the temporal power of the Papacy, and launches bs 


SoUNITY As H late-comer imperialist in Africa, Asia, and Oceania, Rizal's Na 
_ Me tangere was published in Berlin only three ye 


before the world-asbite 
fom power, Yet at the same time, on the periphery, pow 


Japan and post-Civil War America were preparing themseh® 
from different directions, Europe’s world-hegemony 

‘Was that of the global Left. Thanks in part (0 Bismarch, 

that has never happened again—the full of the (he) 

E world civilization’ into the hands of its populace. "* 

ations ull over the planet, Its savage 

afraid of the commumards thie 

open way for the A 

alury om he mee 


UNDER THREE FLAGS 


~velemence and social support, while atthe 
‘serious contacts with one another. pe 
“nore intricate, and re eee een ieee wortds baal analysis 
ey ie quires a crosscutting between 5; COMES my 
Caribbean, the United States, and the Philippines" pe: 
ppines— eye th, 


u 
me beginning, 
0 


7 ties the reader's patience: ey 
ve if, 
PASSAGE TO EUROPE 
‘In 1833 a dynastic crisis 
1 ocurred in Spain that gave 
BR ertatiie country to the cad of the cea, 
e century. In th 


a 
‘ferociously react re 
ijrmbtionary Fernando VII, imprisoned and deposed on™ 
deposed by Ni 
NRO. 


Aéon, but resi 

eee Vets Alliance after 1815, died, leaving 
a ere | anta Isabel; her Neapoleanca 
‘became Best: oe brother Carlos, however, dspunare 
‘succession, oe 1¢ 1830 public abrogation of the ‘soe 
ethingraen on cing vcs Ws» nin poke 
in aiin asing na nh servativeNot 
; Aragon, ala ai jountry), he opened a war that ec 
pants as A a an uneasy truce, The Regent sath 
: ores a: ou political reasons, to the liberals fe 
dati ching consequences, as we shall me 
oe he powerful Orders, At siteen, fab was 
: ‘effeminate’ of Cadiz, an soon became accus 
= 1g of age, she moved awa 
: hed ‘some diehard Reece 
ans ay and ramshackle regime. 
I, in September 1868, the 


«10 sect 
sntrol of tei P 
on came & ten-year 1m 


accordingly, i 
Genera! Rafael de 
abolished the traditi 
naval shipyards of C 


which seven Spanish offic 
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en largely engine’ 
April 1871, de 
Izquierdo, who 
‘onal exemption 
vite, On February 
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ce? The following ¥ 


andowner 


f the well to-do | 
n half of 


controlled the caster 


adeo of Savoy as the NEW 


jecision 0 install Ant v 
inds started to shift? In December 
Juan Prim y Prats, who had led the assault of 
ed Amade’s accession, Was assassinated 
ed by the conservative 


a Torre was replace 
had Moret’s decrees suspended, 
from corvée labor for workers in the 
0, 1872 a mutiny broke out there in 
cers were killed. It was quickly suppressed, but 
ds of creoles and mestizos 


2. Guerrero, The 
3, John N. Schur 


(Quezon Cit 
4, Guerrero 


‘armed truce, cost Spain 700, 
pledge of auton 
agreement with 


more intricate, anc requires 
Russia, the Caribbean, the Unit 
tries the reader's patience 


PASSAGE To py Rop; 


In 1833 a dynastic crisis occurred in Spain a 
civil wars and haunted the country to the © Fise 
ferociously reactionary Fernando ViI, imprisoned ae 
Kon, but restored by the Unholy Alliance after ita, 
to his only child, the three-year-old Infanta Isabe 
became Regent. Fernando's younger brother ¢ Jos. } 
Succession, claiming that the 1830 put . 
Prohibiting women from becoming sovereigns 
to rob him of his inheritance. Raising an army ir 
(Navarre, Aragon, and the Basque Country he opened s 
Test of the decade and ended only in an uneasy truce. The R, 
Girele turned, for financial as well as political + 3 
Support, and by a measure of far-reaching con: 
expropriated the property of all the po 

married off to the “effeminate” Duk 


lic abrogatic 
w 
4S a man, 


nthe y 


reasons 
to th 


rer abetication a 


they 
in Manila Bay. In the exhilaration that followed 
to France, some well-off, liberai-minded Maniledo 
ing Joaquin Pardo de Tavera, Antonio Maria 
the latter two later to become good friends of 
‘on behalf of the suffering prisoners." In June 188%, 
in General Carlos Maria de la Torre took ewe 
and | ed much of the Peninsular colecial de 
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5 Caribbean, jrom there J : A 
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share exact Indian Ocean 1° 
re exactly the same thoughts withon.. Cash 0 i ne 
8 Without 
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general cl — 
Concluded that “the Interna Fo. The Rizal Blumen 
7 inoneal fnstitute, 1992), fi 
March 29, 1887, from Berti 
Fernando}, Tarrida det 
eve Blanche, 12:88 (February © 
the “inquisiteurs 2B 
mémes: la torture, les © 
perdre demeure & Cubs, 
“ Philippines, uo francmagon” (ThE methods of 
Noli me tangere - hash 1872, Rizal seria abora jesuitay ‘always the same: Lorture, @Xe6! slanders. If the 
a rit escrito lo contrario” (Had ior me ee lives in bt males . 


1g Noli me 
‘on the biacklos 


jirmol, “Aus inquisiteur 
117-20. On. p. 


In 1891, he dedicated 1 iibusterism © 
priate A When asked in 1887 by be 
eT ‘Bhumentritt what the meanitf 
sophied: 


is | 
In the late Spring of 1832 
study in Spain, concealing his plan from his pa 
adored brother Paciano and a sympathetic un 
The Mereados were a cultivated, Sp; 
mixed “Malay,” Spanish, 
Perous family in their tow 
Manila), yet their wealth 
tented substantial trac 
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Id Rizal left his 
Tents, but supa 
cle. How wag 
anish-and-Tap, 
and Chinese descent. They si 
1 of Calamba (today 
was fragile, as they 
s from the huge an hacienda 
World sugar prices were still high, but would crash in the deprenig 
lasted from 1883 to 1886, The family would always send what Money 
could to José, but it was never enough, and the youngster Usually fou 
hard make ends meet 

In any case, early in June, Rizal disembarked from the p. 
luxury vessel Dijemnah at Marseilles 


and then to Madrid to enrol 
The first disagreeable 


before proceeding to Bu 
48 a student at Central Universit 
downward shock was 


as he wrote 1 
family: 
‘Yome paseaba por aquellas calles anchas Y limpias adoquinadas como en Maxi, 
Menas de gent 


e 


e, llamando la atencion de todo el mundo, quie 


Ii cont'd already proudly calling themselves “filibu 
‘traveled la in the baggage of high 
before being assigned to th 
#9, Valeriano We: 
cl Despujol (1891-93 
£(1896-97) had alt 
Z thors 


men mainly among veterans ol 
Patriotic rehabilitation thanks to rho 
id-blue, star-and-stripes flag he 


y. See Hugh Th” 
national ame one See tee 19k 


Jose Rizal as a young boy. 


‘ ic tiene noticia de 
filipino. Pobre pais! Nadie ase 
rericano, ete: ninguno filipin« ah ed as in Manila, crowded 


chino, japonés, am n street nes they ealled me Chinese, J8pa 


ti! [ walked along those wide, clean 


ei , 
th people, altracting the attention of 700 tin eae 
Amer at 6 Latin American ee pinot Unfortunate 


iy 
country—nobody knows a thing about you!) 


Jose Rizal during his student years at Madrid Central University. 


contemporary American categories “Asians,” and “Asian Americans”.) On 
April 13, 1887, Rizal would write to Blumentritt thus: 


Wir missen alle der Politik etwas opfern, wenn auch wir keine Lust daran 
haben. Dies verstehen meine Freunde welche in Madrid unsere Zeitung 
hte thay herausgeben; diese Freunde sind alle Jiinglingen, creolen, mestizen und 
ightecath ce all malaien, wir nennen uns nur Philippiner, [All of us have to make sacrifices 
septs tury for political purposes, even when we have no inclination to do so. This is 

Mt, OF if they understood by my friends, who publish our newspaper in Madrid; these 


friends are all youngsters, creoles, mestizos, and Mi (but) 
J a a alays, , 
ourselves simply Filipinos.]'” a sd 


lat students 


What they “are” (colonially) is contrasted to what they 


‘AM Universities. Th 0 (publicly) i a 
born Spaniards: Nan coat paca But there is actually a fi 
Her 1870s, They were tiny were Chinese not Spanish, | 


i the edition 


Summer of 1885, he had recei 
‘a have done the same i 
izal’s execution at the end 


had, so to 
, speak, seen hii noe “ 
ak Earp aps truthfll 
Purpose of this i eee : 
: lose studs # 
Investigation, the most crete a ee 
event Occurred wf & 
/85) when Miguel Morayta, hick, 


Spanish tradition and cul ier mitre-wearers for heresy and for besm 
Morayta’s behalf, and ae The students went on a two-month sie 
re quickly supported by fellow students at the 


universities in G; 
ranada, Vi ia A 
Barecions?!"The eo Oviedo, Seville, Valladolid, Zares 


arrested and/or beat hen sent in the police, and many studenls¥ 
Peri. Ri , and many 
‘ up. Rizal later recalled that he had only escaped 


Or % 
house and assuming three different disguises: 


that the words mestiz 
once, i 10 chino do not occur ia Ns 
rae eeeat Passing, in i filbusterismo. There 2 ple 
are stich mestizos, but Rizal is cael = 
Sadly enough, Spanish prejudices agus 
by the young anticolonial elite 
16 Zea’s illuminating introduct 


apailseel 
floaters 
There is om! 


dent years that 15 
the stu! yeas 3, We have 


hat 
the spring of 188 
Paris in °F his family from 


ie for Madrid. Paris 


‘one other 


feelunique among anticolo 
position to ridicule the c° 
Heread Eduard Douwes Dekki 
Noli me tangere, but one can see at once why 
take-no-prisoners style of satire. 

By the time he graduated he had had enough of the metropole; he spent 
most of the next six years in “advanced” northern Europe. There are perhaps 
parallels with José Marti, cight years older than Rizal, who studied in Spain 
in the middle 1870s and then left it for good, spending much of the rest of his 


life in New York, 


BISMARCK AND THE NEW 
GEOGRAPHY OF IMPERIALISM 


AL this point we must temporarily leave 24-year-old Rizal in order to look 
schematically at the three worlds in which he found himself situated in the 


1880s—the time of Noli ¥ i 
mee ii me tangere’s publication and the planning of 


Oto von Bismarck 


the armies of 
if 
L ieee Austro-Hungarian empire at Konig 
and 100, eg this triumph in 1870 at Sedan, # 
= ae troops were forced to surrend 
ae tion he engineered in January 181/-+* 


le new a 
at German empire, and the annex 
until the ruin of t 


the 
NOt Berlin—of 


he Great War, imp 

European continent. In the !® 
to interest himself in comp™ 
imperial adventures—prim™ 


peril whe! — 
re, 
ss i ae he rulers of the Spanish emp 

Goes ipelagoes had 
aha epee ea little interest 1m them, except 
ers. Insofar as 
jeneral of the 


stablishing a coaling 
F any took the liberty of esta ; 
chal cap cbal following in the sea-steps of private 
ea (about 800 miles 
te company. The 


ile political troublemal 


1884, Berlin annexed northeast New Guin ; 
he central Carolines), hitherto run by a prival ne 
oat ot moved to claim the Carolines by raising the imperial flag on 
pace Fearful of German power, the Spaniards hurried to crush 
eee ¢ hasty extension of Madrid's “sovereignty,” and 


cal resistance to thi al 
= ied to the Papacy to mediate. Rome confirmed this sovereignty. but 
the Germans won trade and coaling privileges, and through a deal with 


London took control of the Marshalls The following year the Solomons 
tere partitioned between the United Kingdom and Germany In 1889, 
Samoa was made a tripartite protectorate under American, UK, and Ger- 
man joint control." (Echoes of all this imperialist hubbub are clear in Ef 
filibusterismo, where the good-hearted indio student Isagani is divided 
between his sympathy for the repressed native islanders and his solidarity 
with Spain against the menacing Germans.) Rizal was under no illusions 
about Bismarck personally, but he was enormously impressed by Germany, 
which with its Protestant sobriety, its orderliness and discipline, its impress- 
ree he bt fad cca progress, made a salutary contrast to 

. tainly happy to have his first novel published, not 
in Madrid, but in Bismarck’s Hauptstadt, 


In France, the Prussian tri S 
aaah riumph at Sedan was followed by a brutal siege of 


apt 
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and the United States, In 1872, stringent 

possibilities of organizing on the Len or a 

amnesty for exiled and imprisoned commyrn,t*® as ty 
Republic found itself strong enough to rene M 
eon's imperialist expansion—-in Indochina. 
number of France's leading intellectuals and 
in the Commune (Courbet was its quasi-min 
Pissarro were active propagandists) or were 
ocious repression of 1871 and after was 


ti 
8nd reinfor.. 


frica, ang 


Occ, : 


Srtists had either 


ster OF Curley, 


re, R, 


lopm 
Sedan also caused the withdrawal of the French ga 
had guaranteed the Papacy's dwindling territorial sove 
ment by the forces of the new, increasingly repressive 
of Italy. The by now completely re 


shes 
nself and his Ke LE pRAPEAU NOIR pester EUFOPE bse 
 threatene, te : caped 10 ¢ for his conspit 
tunication of any Catholic participating inthe Kingdom's potas ial Baki rife sentence FF year, 1862, 
tions. Thisstanee persisted untilthe happy concordat with Musson zal was BOT ne had been Ser ‘The following igok and 
ofthe 1920s, alia imperialism ofa mediocre sort began in East Ane Toe 9 ee 8 1 SEE Jom in he WEA y study of oa ent 
Fura misery in the South was so great that between 1887 and 1990 i giberia viv An Sons. Gos years tater: & bis with four 
aulion Italians left the country every year. Rizal visited Rome bricly in in ot published as 8 Nils ander andwashant fred No! 
but seems not to have noticed anything but antiquities, of a certait red to shoot 2 That sil ; ‘unstable 
‘On his return to Burope in February 1888 via the Pacific, Rizal made briet ara" att ‘ie square of Smolen pased oO bet March 
stop in mid-Meiji Japan, and was impressed by its orderliness, energy, and ee sin the grea raemgynarite, Wi stable, and easily vat unin 
ambition, and appalled by the rickshaws. It was gratifying, of course, to see 4 jak out pare oth simple to Use | Nechayev lett Russia: Revolutionary 
non-European people protectits independence and make rapid strides townna, * aNihilistleader ‘onal Catechism of @ 


P : itronlyeerine aN the sensati ( 
modernity. Though he spent a short time in Hong Kong, China itself soon a inte? py contre ts Taee, Bakunin Kept UP | sent 
a mu 


have been off his map, He reached San Francisco at election time, when anti an Geneva WI Ww ? otoriows. 
Asian demagogy was atitsheight. Enraged by being kept for days on board ship fod tured 10 MO jeader despite the NON Te Possessed: 
for “quarantine” purposes—the ship held about 650 Chinese, very useful A iter fictionalized DY D' 


racist anti-immigration campaigning—-he hurried across the continent as ra- 
pidly as he could, Nothing was less likely to impress him than the corruption of 


the Gilded Age, the post-Reconstruction repression of black former slaves, the 
brutal anti-miscegenation laws, the lynchings, and so on." But he was already 
foreseeing American expansion. 


across the Pacific. He then settled contentedly in 
MA: Harvard 


Alexander 11 


cesses, neld 1a. peace able 
hy with Mars i the 
eta seit at the third 
yisesOe on, But Bakunin felt at th 
nts PE in Bi and Bakuninists were alread 
onset and Bisdg, The fit Congres 
Saad but Sedan made thi impossible. By the 
aes Hague, it was hopelessly divided. It 
pe year of Baku death ‘hough Bakuninist compress® 
= Nubet, Bt varia <a Noienask, Tervorisis ond SAS 
pms: The Ress 7 Neront under Alexander Il anbnidg 
Bematvad UnversY Pree ter 1, Derek Cvord, The Koes eae 
A Harrament the 1880s ee Spriage: cambridge Ut Pres, 186 
ser and cpesially David cant ane Red Prelude, second S36 pp 
ag Rocks, 1968). passin Footman cab failed wo touch the Tsas- Bes Ws 
ih sa gare whom Semapa Danes to anovich Blnikof.” bat wb ' 
te nihilist leader actually gnatel Grinevitsky, came lose enough before throwing # 965% 4b at 
Sergei Nechay cu Fed along. with. his victim Ap arly suicide bomber ay 19 
ee wah feature of Footman’s book is # biog nber, om CoMle S8Y 
age Yolya activists. Trarioeo were 2 biogrica Od on fifty-five Nae 
aren en escaped abroad. ee a ota foortes 
atientats. oO poe sucide Guring 0 
meat to work for the secret police gor 


UNDER y 


WHY 1.4. 
Sentinued to be held till 1g77.9) . 
Wehnlcal-political sense was ccineg 


i PPCAl especiaiy he] 
Robs Of Severe repression by rightwing req) hig 


sasies fo sash trade unions and pola) 
Penetrate, and destroy dozens of self-yer, ted ay exp 
‘Anarchist theory was less contemptuons 1 Deseret 
mainstream Marxism was then inclined 19 4° (hy 
also more viscerally anticlerical. Probab the 
why revolutionary anarchism spread m, 
sunt, Catholic post-Commune France, Rest 
tion Italy, Cuba—and even Gilded Axe im 
Prospering much less than mainstream 
industrial, semidemocratic northern Eur pe 

In any event, at the end of the bleak 1870; 


Brvico Malatesta 


Anarchist circles the theoretical concept of “propapar ju the 
fagular atteniais on reactionary authorities and c Apitalist con, as we aye yi? to kill 
timidate the former and to encourage the Oppressed to re-pr nd would go OF» J, the two V 

Prep sks a trial, s 
for revolution. Historians tend to mark the beginning ofthis new p rising against te eee police? Put on i ahe yours Umberto US 
slmost comically unsuccessful uprising of Apnil 1877 in Beneven a of the i spss sphere eres 
Of Naples, organized by two young Neapolitans, Errico Malate La aod juted in the ol ee . Ialian - 

acqu — Nunzio igre 28. 


Ps 
friend Carlo Cafiero (who had earlier banksolled Bakunin {yor Nu, 
northern shore of Lake Maggiore), and twenty-five year old Sergei Mu fn 1865 


fovitch Krayehinski aka Stepniak (1852 95), who had joined the 1875 B 


31. Sce the succinct account in Jean Maitron, Le mousement anarchiste 
Maspéro, 1913) vol. 1 (Des origines 6 10), pp. 42 ~} co 
. Maitron offers some interesting data in this regard. The si 
z " hed a sis ee ae Jeg Cire 2 Lf Bevel I 
# print run that rose from 1,300 40 2409) bes 
! ES Se ope pleas alte B 
he slate in the wake of Presiden! Sa Caswt 
wit errs ip France, Assia. he ise 


i 


‘ s 
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accession to t 


| sw TH 
¢ throne in 1878 

anarchist cook Giovanni P: 
failed to kill the 


(The same ambienc 
anante to get off Ij POR 
ha knife etched with the wy eels al 
Two months after the Bear 
close collaborator of Malatesta, gave 
theorizing the new tactic. In early August, Paul Brousse pu 
in the radical Bulletin de ‘édération Jurassienne explainin 
paper were no longer cnough 
the Russians had 


young king w 


the International 


Andrea Costa, 


! Republic.y* 


la F 


Massa Shot 
feffalo Sot 

Beigrade Stet 
$1 Petersbere 


h for awakening the co 
hown the need to be just 5 
regime. The gentle Kropotkin then swung into action in th 


Boanbes 

1880 edition of Le Révolté, theoretically definin si Se ieee 

révolte permanente par la parole, par écrit, par 10k Carten\Lsit Lishon/Shot ss “a repablicans reese 
dynamite Tout est bon pour nous qui n'est pas ee An Jengouen Na nae ao 4 
revolt by means of the spoken word, writing. the s ve eign St PeersbergSher Dmitsi Bogs pera  € 

dynamite ... For us everything is good is 5 1983 George ‘Saortta/Shet Aleuundet Schina 


remained only for Le Drapeau Noir to publish clandest 


oe . bit thed mat tt Fear ni Netionslist Serta 
2, 1883 a “Manifeste des Nihilistes Frangais” in which the cl: Mat Senjevysnr _Gevrlo Princip 
that: 


re 
de faces The first thing to notice is that all the major states 
Depuis trois ans que Ja ligue existe. plusieurs centaince pore 
geoises ont payé le fatal tribut, dévortes par us mal wetion Ta tte United Kingdom and Germany of 
i i oe me re perm march 
L bo families 
several hundred urges A 


| 
Police Photographs of Francois Ravachol after his arrest in March 1892 


Be st petersbury fot 
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af Luigi Luccheni’s assassination of Empress Elisabeth of 


ptember 1898 (left); Cdnovas (right 


1 McKinley b Pi 
im Buffalo, New Yor 


The shooting of President Willi 


the Pan-American Expositio 


Htalian communities in France, Switzerl, and, England, Spain, t 
States, Argentina, Brazil, Egypt and Tunisia ® Malatesta himself sp 
years 1885-89 proselytizing in and out of Buenos Aire 

And Rizal? He had left Spain in 1885, well before the first 
anarchist “outrages” began there in 1888. The same is true of hi 


34, Pernicone, lialian Anarchism, p. 3. A supplementary and 
explanation is provided by Francesco Nitti, then a professor of political eee 
University of Naples, anid much later prime minister, who amusingly lan 
eee emedotlialy.an etror never to be toor uch deplored 
pa hig fot regicide, Unlearned teachers do not explain the difference B 
wetaialoynaa ‘The history of ancient Rome is full of murders of 1% 
Mise i dames Anindividual becomes thus the avenger and deliv ee 
ol repre yond Lory, used in a great number of Italian she 
Magnet observe how many tyannicides they justify, from Brit oA 

praite forall There was. time when italy, especially Cem 


er of 068 


of ‘ 8 

title tyrants: the regicide became an emancipator. The tradition Le “ey care os eset 
painaanatel persisted Even the poets, inlike manner. have not eh On February 4, 1908, Grand Duke Serget Alexandre 

Feist” na Rot oly theless odious regicides, but also the wor tliat i caliayer In Mose? 


is North American Review, \61:5 (November 1898), pp. 598-607? 
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Paris, Most of his post-1885 expenence 

- Esrope w. 

spanner heh 
a reader of newspapers, and followed a 

‘with eager interest. The obviows question that arses ; 

ny Esropean radicals personally? The evidence 


—prtonegimaam Pardo de T 
idlose relations with two generations of Rus..." per 
Piet taat Mike many others be had been an admirer of nent? 
mF Aleater ee stayed 

‘También admirabe la osadis y <i enorme sent (Quarter). THEY 

r be " easen <eurned But the following year they were tried for 
sibdintas de quienes tenia referenciss que me 
iproceder de mi profesor de revo, Michaci (Mikhail) At 
tedenado ya on squello época tres veces i la sak 


s whe 
= poration in a ae 
mR oir Mara Michaclovea Lujine died on the WaY 
Ivanovna Krilof 


‘sree, killed by the same disease, in the prison of 


smacher was dead before Rizal arrived in Europe, but Be 
heard about the famous Nihilist from his frend. And it 


is much less clear is whether they were 
serictly Nihilists. Our nespects that in a Paris probably not very wellinfoomed 
about the intricate development of new subversive undergrounds im Russia. 
the term “Nibilsts” served to cover a wide range of such SroUPS: 


The “terrible Nihilist™ bad Med to Paris to 
Pardo commented, tuberculosis killed him only three month 


ix the 1880s was only Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, the Marianas aad 
Gurokaes Spanish Morocco andthe Bern-acquired, goes Rio dee 08 
theainciedh century this work was unique ta Uae nen cerns 
ebaione bathe soczopols ant inthe coelen. (Cave = ay 
Frcs ch ate the Seco Woskd War. Fer Eee naa 
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wasset by Ho Chi Minh’s political and Vo Neuven Gig, 
Dien Bien Phu, and set alight by Algeria’s FLN revo, 
of the Fourth Republic, De 
retaliatory terrorism. For Porty 
que, and Guiné-Bissau led to the bloodless coup aga 
in Lisbon in April 1974.) It is worthwhile consid, 
features of this internctiv g. for it was a 
José Rizal was well informed, and by which his think, 
In 1808, the odious future Fernando VIL had ¢ 

Arunjuez which accomplished 
father, Carlos IV. But Napo! 
opportunity to send troops into Spain (occupy 
al. Fer 


He's TEU to Powe 


military failures 


do, wh 


@ major intervention in Port 
B 


ation of his suc : 
Spirit, was immediately imprise oh Buoy 
Spanish throne. Resistance and rebellion broke wctabes : 
Andalusia and in Hidalgo's Mexico. In 1810, a libe P . 


in Cidiz, which produced in 
colonies, including the Philippine egislative re 
Napolon's defeat brought Fernando back to power in Mas 
Sepport of the Unholy Alliance. In 

constitution, inaugurated a new 
fuined economy, attempted to arrest the 
Bationalism and in-Spain-repressed liberalism were t 
Fernando failed completely in continental Spanish Ameria 
Heyalty of slave-owning Peninsulars and creoles in the Spanis 
Jwho were out of Bolivar’s charismatic orbit, and petrified by ¢ 
slave revolution in Haiti 


Riiborines let this represcatation i all yabsaquent coon 
the collapse of the St 


young i 
Anarchists and other radicals Bot their first experience o' 


stable ore coun! ith a 
to create # evening the country Fo ey bs 
Order meant ful ring his life, But Ny signs of 


and would have done so had 
Captaii 4 % it not et 
pera haa Novales, had cartier fought tory 
et - a * comparab a jn this he WAS repressing the ical Lel uld see him as & 

can easily det 8 c 
Isabel regione nes et SOMPHEAe conjuncture Pe aha es ie inet, oe vehi 
Which General Prim y Pra nn SPECT 1968 by a mine Aer Chnovas’s assassination in [AN eT 

5 ates 
Sagasta, and the conspir wens ihe inachiavellian liberal pon Be was the only European ee cn Laas 
yninded radical republican RuizZonn orn? But CAnovas Lata tha |, Deeper and more 
bie ; i ly ephemeral, 
3 ultimately ep! 

se Kingdom, where power passed safely 


Players. We have already seen the cc, 
Bet Philippines. But in Spain itseir tne yo! Pesan ed | RE taro 
extraordinary political ae bee ven Yeats ver ee meds inte United 
carmel the monarchy of Amadeo of Savoy. lie athe 
‘erm Th Spublic on February 11, 1873, The ney 
= pala den ohs—duaring which time it experien Mite 
etc: bs oe re till the generals moved in (ouided oe op peepee 

Ee ee : eecaervative Politician Antonio Cinons pes leaders permitted the entire 
Castillo B ©S in Janua 9 aes 
Kap ately in the person of Alfonso Xi at eas pitted ee son ‘e Ne ome 
pa ns for this démarche was, as one might have surm ys Among te stem to be vitated through apes to the other and the successor 
the old Spa by Céspedes's Cuban revolt to the integrity otwhiieaahe para ie bade es ‘an election in which @ 
my ire. Meantime, however, there was an eanege Foci peda lected with a seatering of 
“poeta Spanish public sphere. Republicans were bri lle pubisans and Carls to give verisimiitude to the ol 
ene ag memory. Bakuninian and Marxian radicalism pind j n 

Political footholds, and in the widely popular “cantonali’ 


Political 
‘Movement of 1873 for radical decentralization of the polity mam 
f open, mis 


We can now consider Restoration Spain as Ria 
of the 1880s. Its dominant politician, Antone 
in 1828—the same year as Tolstoi—to a pea 
Prolific and accomplished historian, he ® 


‘ast Asia, 3rd edition (London and Ne 
BBs os Seen conection, 9M 


Loved the Fitilipinos: Foreiga Fr 


ee ‘aa eT ral 
sos . zens OF MALIVE TS nich they 
THE ORDERS. DISPOSSESsE1) ‘ " eersions a he oe i was claimed) ed to the 
: : : ” cere stic ace 
ae act ND POSSE ° ee and eeopoly on linguk <i » shared; fully 
Brey act aA! 0 understand Cg, ENED 3 00 ersions PE This MOBOPS Y Ccular BTO spanish 
ister, Juan M ¥ Spanish Church. In 1g 9 °""%'s p yd ORT g 10 AEE which ™ cad of the Spant 
ivan Mendizabal, had decreed and carr; ‘he Reg i128 ormoUS PONT nosed the SPIEAe © snout 3 
the property ofthe elisious nda on out he EM ve them a rs persistently y esimated that only seas 
; ! aa col a o 
a head of the Gracia y Justicia min, ae To ee esa eh te 
t ee 4 a ministry, 8 a ation of , ree 
emselves—in metropolitan Suse nin * Bad abolish  aiation of rgee in the Spanish empire (WE 
soithat the Orders were compan, ites xl Was no 7 ¢ ee, something m1 In the nineteenth om wee 
cle : ed by being put on 9 : ° = wa se ilipe 
noid Espetties were put up for auction. ang 9 of «lea this situation very se Philippines 
dalusia, were snapped up by member the SsPes cal class understood Orders Spanish rule in the peat 
tailitary officials, and wealthy bourgeois, man, son he pe aly Oeste youn i 
eerie na any of t Lone Mrence the only OFEET-CONTS Sc new young Eris 
Ploitation was succeeds, e 7 gegen 
eka aaa is ele by ruthless pa col marche were thet come friars traumatized by thelr 
© SANnts lost a . igi aed ¢ ? 
—. = appeal access to engin after OF ‘At the same Um power on the other side of 


«philippines iff for safety and 
Which the region became famous after 18.40 a fac the PDIP in Spain headed off fF 5° owel 
after 1840. The Andatysi me | fenestration’ 18 SPY Te ovas era, friar pO 
‘ n a 


Ao attempt to roll back what Mendizsit etc pa 


was as peculiar to the 
lly abolished in 1886, 
‘4 till the collapse of 


day laborers 


Secured strong Church backine ad decreed, though he so ‘! ery was to Cuba ss 
tepublicanism, socialis acking against the rising tide of liberalism i philippines as slavery ver was not seriously undermine ‘hay Filiplow 
poli care — im and anarchism."* (It was he who in es vile in Manila friar ba From another angle, one can see the - 
Ces niversity at the call of the by 834 sent the Jhole system in 1 a wl 
the 2 ie calll o} shops.) Ne the whole SY __ 
independent position of the Orde shops.) Nor did he reson a =ssion of another old empire 
lers, who, = possession ‘ath 
at the start of anes 


alter all, were directly rege 


5a. Compare i 
decline, Se jing in the archipety 
Py eee 'multinational 


c to Rome not to himself. B there was one strik: 8 eXception The gi to waste 
sible 1 One striki eepuion 10 all thee 
syafler three ps 
ap ‘no reason 


that was the colonial Philippines, 
Semluries earlier, in the time 
ch had been sufficiently stu 


erty ‘ y the Philipy 
of Felipe U1. The conscieneat | SABE ruled for the 6 


b ing by the revel 
ae inhuman depredations of the eran ere 
: toentrust his last major imperial acquisition largely 
fs, Who indeed managed the relatively peaceful com 
Population. The remote Philippines had no 
0 and so the Orders largely ran 


cnpcers teh 
einen capes of 
a I policy. 
‘on colonial Daroph 


UNDrR 
@Nticolon, THREE » 
POnial activists rts: Lags 
9pen to Cubans and pee 


see 


of the Inter national were be 
‘2, what ma 
September 1863, 


AVite strike oft 

Alter Isabel hd Ny 
ker off the ‘Mark than Mex 
the ex-Mazziis, et Gedy 


immediately sent his close Italian friend, 
a iend 


Giuseppe Fanel| 
‘anelli, to Barcelona a 
Advanced local radical activists a anereee 


Seer " In spite of the fact tht Pe 
Mert - A nt and Powerfull impact. (Probably peoplelatheliie 
Renita : ‘celona helped out.) The¢ ‘entro Federal de las Sociedade 
. carly the following year, and sent two Bakuninist delegates to sit 
Divs * majority at the Basle Congress of the International in Seprate 
ine in 1870 the Federacién Regional Espaiiola (FRE), the Spanish sciet 

e™nternational, was publishing La Solidaridad, anda litle luteritbed ot 
and only Congress in early-industrial Barcelona.” 

Meantime, Marx's Cuban son-in-law, Paul Lafargue, who bad tt 
the Commune in Paris, but then moved to Bordeaux to widen support 
Parisian insurrectionaries, finally fled across the Pyrences with bis fa 
newborn baby died en route).'? Once settled in Madrid (June (871) =08° 
alias Pablo Fargas, he followed Marx's instructions to combs! te a 
‘of the Bakuninists. But it was pretty late in the day, In December, 
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p start a Marxist group in Madrid 


Jona, but he did hel 


ly pro-Marx “Spanisi ‘ 
tional in The Hague. Not till 1879 was a semi- 


jalist Party formed, and it did not come out of the 
sta in the early 1880s. Its organ, El Obrero, first 
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Lafargue was the on! 
Congress of the Inter? 
clandestine Marxist So 


coset till the rule of Sag 
in 1882." Many more years would pass before it became a central 


appeared i 
player in the politics of the Spanish Left 


that Rizal ever heard of it while a student in Madrid 
But he was certainly well aware of what developed next, and we shall find 


traces of this in El filibusterismo. Cinovas's six-year regime of repression was 
replaced by the milder Sagasta in 1881, very soon after the assassination of 
Alexander Il, and after a meeting in London of various anarchists had moved 
toconfiem the necessity of violent “propaganda by the deed.” The change of 
sovernment in Spain allowed the FRE top leadership, mostly Catalan, to 
believe the way was now open for wider, and legal, organizing of the working 
class, and in September it replaced the FRE by the FTRE (Federacién de 
Trabajadores de Ia Regién Espaitola). Since this policy diverged from the 
‘radical resolutions approved in London, they did what they could to keep 
these decisions under wraps. But the news leaked out anyway, In spite of a 
‘*pectacular increase in its affiliated membership—$8,000: people in one year— 
‘ension grew quickly between the Jegalists in industrial Barcelona and the 
‘adcals with their base in rural Andalusia, At the 1882 Congress in Seville, 
Dan ck the Andalusians broke away to form a group they called The 
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‘even a good cook, ved a Filipino 
- ofa 
tz with a feast made UP OF Rammed with 


when he arrived 
dishes. And his 


house felt lake as 
gst 2 her, and realized this soon ait 
1 Tener of self ntroduction from Heidelbery 
jglueen months they had switched fre 5 8 Pe 
ent of informati 
oir man with a torent of information about the 
eed payed bis own Tagalog region; Blunentrtt introduces 
ranreelevant scholars in Berlin, Lar, i Landen d waves bp 
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The swo short men were made fOr 


first forma 
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, The First Plpine, yp. ine, a 
spent ind ino, 9p. 178-80, with Schama th 


The First Filipino, ». 180, 


Blumentritt Correspondence, vol. 1, Fifth unnumbered pape 
Tntan sth O8Fe in clerical itches becanse of hk hag 
08, intended to coerce German Cathoties into Bving Ber 
It was partly his reaction to the Ptomulgation of Pigg 
also wider fear of his designs on Spanish Oceania. ftom 
mnzler had announced that the imperial navy would ome a 
in entrepreneurs in the Carolines. Spanish troops were eno 
fo put down resistance there to the full imposition of Madrid's unereyey 
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‘Audieneia in Manila, 
oF Simoun's jing Justice of the honest 
delayed his final at * Pater red, i ii dae pe epeini 
Was over 0 the py ST plaleattliok ‘not clouded by od to gx 
Laneamarene Aariet lesrempeen et 
se einer nee pe shoe Pap _ 
Co eneentts prem i earner 
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aga 
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rch Sollection of the 
Blumentritt and his scholarly friends had alerted 
2nd journals he coulg Observe the rising tide of nai 
dynastic empires of Europe, to say nothing of ¢ 
empire, and the East. Central 0 all these nation, Asal 
Were the efforts of folkiorists historians, lexico, sat so aches ig kennt 
and musicians to resurrect slorious pasts beh Spon nicht vollstindig 
and, especially, through replacing imperial lan, pologists 
lars, to build ‘and consolidate national identitie and: hoe wy comments | 
the early shock of being Inisrcognized a3 a Chinese, apart inte ators st whi lend ou comment 
‘| fe cane, and of realizing that me Country was basically unten: pee meer een rn Copan 
r in Europe. Furthermore he wus Aware that unlike, for example, Nair Pe ecarencl “ee “ita eeny er 
] Burma, India, Ceylon, Cambodia, and Vietnam, no Precolonial writs : Is hl rst novel “acral fees Se : 
Fecords in his country had Survived European conquest. Such Philippine ‘his was fine, while poor 
history as existed was mostly the product of members of the Orders, or 
later, of racist 


for not fully mastering reneeay f 
a Sonne 


‘a "Ediciones det Umbra 2-6, and especialy on dent 
fb adel p. 247, re teat Was military attaché in Washing 
ton the 


War, and became an admirer of the ruhlee 
Sherman. See his Cuba, p. 328. In his Et. de Paris, 
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351, Félix Ojeda 
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Of lectores for the many iter 
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é Rizal (left) 
lar (contre). flanked by Joxé Rizal (lef 
Mare et abel de os Reyes (right) 


*s elder ther, a native 

f his generation, Del Pla ee Izquierdo's 
litician of his eported to the Mariana Hist 
“i ae arrested and oe he an agile anti-friar and brane: 4 
fi ane rule of recor nas se eRe to 
permissive rule o! an, and $0 

ti he knew he was a marked 1 Se el 

after Weyler's arrival Iy took over sandaesleiee ba be close to the center 
a ediately too! i 
Spain. He Lat eventually moving ft 10 pre in July 1896, he 
eet ey ‘From then on, til hs desthii 

er. re 
of state pow 


and 
4 ine independence, ar 
never left Spain. "s goal was certainly oe organizing 
Peepeaciialy promotes coast il MAS ajor steps had to be taken i 
» OT Sa aa ptngatee  .\= id republicun members 
there, he was senvies cabinets, along with liberal an 
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jluble to create 
eee be eta YC sai evenly be chee 
Bt pace in wich tadependas Got sible, The tactical steps to 
institutional aa iutimate goal as much a sey ‘a program of assienila- 
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be taken 


Filipino 
priest, had een 
repression of 1872, 
organizer under thy 
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jong had represmanation to che Cores But ie itippines 
capa nad 1837, After the abolition of slavery in 1886, "oo ad 


ere 


et egal 
ely cational syntem was basco secular and state-pravided, 
antes litical power was relatively little. Though Del Pilar w 
ans eed we sh apalog (more so than Rizal, in fact), and cae 
away Majscussed language POLICY in future independent Philippines, he 
eure that at tn “tage only assimilation and hispanicization would create 
was ocat ueOSPRET which Madrid would permit the Philippi 
she's political status. Pushing through a serious anes 
“educational system in the Philippines would also ha fe 
the foundations of the Orders’ peculiar domi ate 
po ‘rand his circle aggressively cultivated omg oye 
aerate il press, polemicized against posite 
igen ane urls ‘and seem to have steered well clear of the pet 
Jom ractical reasons for this caution, but the fact is See 
era 


6 
Spanish tan 
PN of destrOViNE 


ind well-connected 


Though 
cred one another, 
iradually their relationship became more and more strained 

rained, 


Del Pilar was cleven years older than Ri 

St A  ceion, sol Se 
lobbyist for detailed, practical political reform os pest 
untry, Like Blumentritt, in fact, with whom Sewat ae 
he saw no plausible alternative line of action, Baers 


business 
indefatigable 
towards his co 
‘excellent terms, 


sympathetl 
hal 


ce mae eal 
‘Cuban member of 


in 
"A factional Fivalty 


ere ‘ble, rooted 

peared ons hese 
ane Srpwments oe eye 

Ha ove he end of the Yea 

cad a 


me to a nea’ 
ernnity too 
po 


B AS my thing 


IC isn’t rung, th 


nag Sustson-suson 8a buhay ko ay hindj makapayag yaring loob % ganitg, ety im, woaton. 
d his 


a for La 
Tunes of my life, I cannot bear the prospect of being so orphaned) Evideny — gatytely not write prisnself 
a 


touched by this Appeal, Rizal replied that Del Pilar was overreacting and pie 
At face value his reasons for discontinuing sontributions 0 Ly 
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aanmediate reply bas been Host, but one es infer ts eae 

Le ‘July 4. 1892, which, for reasons we wilt come te Fifer, Rei 

received. a earth ere een (Wie sd ail the 

received from Ir had expressed great appreciation for 

De te Per had stonely urged both iar a Riss fe 
Imbehtest dass ich einen Artikel aut g ea ent erences, and avoid conics Which could ay Pee the 
Bestehien, dass ich die Abzicht habe keince eon htiehe pero Peenemy and weaken the movement. He was advocating ren fill 


arbeiten, Dass hiltte ich di ren Artike mehe 1 My : Furth 
lichen Angritfe pepen rae ir aes agen kinen, uber < ts 5 he ae hy “a Soba rid. he coe britney 
a echreibst ja, und ich I aerate Vice Sache ney ett wa pat the ene hhad recently established a fortnightly Sresivey to asim 
wenirit und! Rizal thun keinnen, das kann Bhvcen st iten rrmuence, But, he ndded, one should not pect mir Tom the 
heen an 


miben gegen mict jodical, fet alone that it could achieve in Four years What other pecipies 
fad taken four decades to accomplish. Filipinos should wot espe, since 
defended the honor of their country and their people. “Perhays my words aie 
tars and blunt, but my heart is tender and good, 1 Will never bandon 
poor Philippines: 1 shall not be a deserter.” 
Rizal was increasingly certain that the whole axsimilationist exmpnign Wis 
futile. Coban representation in the Cortes was meaningless vinder the Geerage 
Cinovas-Sagasta electoral system, Tchad not stopped Spain fem esntinned 
merciless exploitation of Cuban production throagh maniptated tril, 
monopolies, and subjection to Basque and Catalan business fifertts. 
Besides, Rizal believed, there was no chatee whatever, ot the end oF The 
nineteenth century, of turing millions of Filipinos into aesintlated Sieh: 
‘ speakers, Sagasta’s sending of the brutal Weyer te Mamita it 188, sind Ba 
Ut T waited 10 hide ham von te own replacement by Clinovas in 1990, further deepened Rims corvette 
been through a fot together, You lr that nothing could be successfully achieved in Spain, The work oP ennai 
‘agree with Whitt you can write. What Blumentry ion would have to be done back honte: 
‘enh 40 on his own. 1 “Tews in this frame of mind that he abandomest journo Fete 
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ag colonial Philippine legality. Beyond th 


‘at there was the unstated 
example of 1880s Cuba where, as we shall shortly see, slavery had been 
abolished, political parties, to say nothing of civic and even Jeftwing. 
associations, had been been legalized (within definite limits), and, within 
comparable limits, a various and lively press ‘had developed, If all this was 
possible in Cuba, why not also in the Philippines? It seemed a reasonable try, 
But the Liga's internal organization, as far ‘as the confessions of 1896 
ndestinity. Formally, it was to 

councils at the 


Ttis much more likely 


of Andrés Bon, facio, who forme he uns 
fos u 


ia his hand have ever come ‘08 
The Trial of Rizal’ W.E. Rew! 


TRIALS OF A NOVELIST 
to attribute their organization's shape to 
been car the interrogator wanted to hear, and 
claimed that the two associations were conthasous. 
aeeparison with Mart is illuminating. Marti was a 
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perience of political organizing, and could build on Cuba's internal 
fmuaections in previous decades, as well as armed incursions launched, 
with various degrees of participation by interested American lobbies, from 
the United States. He had no illusions about what would happen to him if he 
returned legally to Cuba, and had « number of alternatives before him. And: 
‘Sa result of the ten-year-long Céspedes-initiated rebellion of 1868-78, and 
iasshort aftermath, the Guerra Chiquita of 1879-80, there were thousands of 
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It was just at this conjuncture that, on the other sic 
formed his revolutionary Party-in-exile and made systematic efforts 
Prepare for a final fevolutionary war. Towards the end of 1894, he i 
the hour had come, and decided to open hostilities the following Februar 
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percentages For both groups were significantly higher only in Havana).”* 
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exidence that most of the new immigrants were ex-peasants and profes 
ferinns from the metropole, especially Catalonia. This was how Marxism 
" fo tio eg to Cuba, The impressive founder ‘of Cuban anar 
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Betances's Moment finally came With the onset of Marti's war of 
Pendence in 1895. The two mes ote neve to have met, and ite 
U \eir Correspondence. But despite the fact that Betances w WS More than a 
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so soeeding military efforts managed to dislodge them,” 
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oe wis a major conciliatory gesture, pardoning 636 people who had 
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Washeldintr i ng started, idedictes ty. He was in for a disagreeable surprise, Prominent in the 
town of Teceros to d de tome other than Tsabelo de tos Reyes, who had been arrested 
0 decide who wouldbe immediate aftermath of Bonifacio's uprising, The busy folklorist amd 
rabid bon taken completely aback by the insurrection. Prison Was 8 ; 
Mariano Ponce wrote to Blumentritt # few months later 
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